
April is Rotary Magazine Month . The numerous 
articles printed in The Rotarian enrich us all. Of 
particular importance this Month are the Technol-
ogy Advances in the Rotary World. Rotarians can 
now meet on-line and share information with each 
other in their Blog.  Administratively it has been 
especially useful when communicating with RI In-
ternational and even paying our membership fees.  
Last evening I registered for the District Convention 
on-line and they even took my money up front.  
Some Clubs are creating a paperless bulletin and 
using the Internet for all communications. Thanks 
to Dr. Jim Thompson, Peter Boswall, Richard Mar-
tin and others our Web Site is current and a great 
majority of our communication is done on-line. Our 
Rotary Auction was a great example of technology 
as over 85 % of our items were pre-sold prior to the 
actual Cable 10 Auction.  

March was a very interesting one for our Club. 
The program included presentations from the Cana-
dian Cancer Society  Relay for Life, The Com-
monwealth Society of PEI, The City of Charlotte-
town and Farmers Helping Farmers.  

April promises to be just as interesting including 
presentations from The Transition House Associa-
tion, The Emotional and Stressful Cost of Serving 
Your Country, Exchange Students and Easter Seals 
Wrap-Up.  

On March 1st we enjoyed a great Guess who is 
Coming to Dinner under the direction of Rotarian 
Mark Robertson. This has been an annual event and 
I encourage all Rotarians to get involved in the 
event next year. It is a great way to get to know 
your fellow Rotarians and their Spouses. Thanks 
Mark. 

On March 12th our first Membership Night was 
held at the Charlottetown Hotel. It was a combined 
initiative with members from all Charlottetown 
Clubs on hand to greet prospective new members 
and discuss Rotary on the Local, District and Inter-
national Level. Membership Chair Philip Floyd rep-
resented our Club on the Planning Committee.  Ro-
tarian Millie MacKenzie on Why I Am a Rotarian 
made a great presentation. Thanks to Philip and all 
Club Members who attended and already the results 
have started coming in with three new members 
identified.   

The Easter Seals Program is in full flight. Our 

two benefit Hockey Games, Easter Beef, Confed-
eration Centre Telethon, Dooley s Pool Tourna-
ment, Tim Horton s School Tour, and your gener-
ous donation of money, time and talents help us to 
achieve our goal.  Rotarian Gary Scales has been 
doing an outstanding job.  I am sure David Lopes 
has been well schooled to advance next year s Pro-
gram. The experience of Elizabeth Noonan is evi-
dence in our very successful campaigns.  

May 10th has been set as the date for the 
Annual Rotary Dinner Auction . Tickets this year 

are limited in number for the Lucy Maude Room at 
the Culinary Institute.  Rotarians are encouraged to 
attend and contribute to the Auction. A tax receipt 
will be issued for the donated item.  See Dale 
Mader or any of his Committee for additional infor-
mation.       

The District Convention is being help in Am-
herst NS from May 29th to June 1st. The Program is 
on their Website at www.amherst.rotary7820.com 
and it is a very interesting and informative.  All Ro-
tarians are encouraged to attend and become better 
informed on Rotary at the District Level.  

Many Rotarians holiday during March and 
April. It is encouraging to see how Rotarians fill in 
for each other on the Executive or with Committee 
Responsibilities. This is what Rotary is all about, 
sharing the responsibilities and stepping forward. 

Have a great Rotary Month. 
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March 10 
Bob began the meeting by asking for a minute of silence 

to recognize the passing of long time Rotarian and past president 
Randy Manning.  

Chairman Bennett Carr then opened the meeting in the 
usual way, welcoming Rotarians, guests and viewers on Eastlink 
Television. The meeting commenced with the singing of the Is-
land Hymn, Rotary Grace and a toast to her Majesty, the Queen.  
Mark Robertson conducted happy dollars, and Wes MacAleer led 
us in song.  

Charlotte Comrie provided the secretary s report. Umesh 
Gupta won $29.00, leaving $795 in the jackpot for another day.  

President Bob welcomed all, and extended get well wishes 

to Roger Craig and Ken MacKenzie.  He thanked Ken Gillis for 

his work on the Youth Exchange Committee. Phillip Floyd in-
vited all Rotarians to the Get to Know Rotary evening on Mar. 
12 at the Rodd Charlottetown. It is an evening of fellowship as 
well as a night for prospective Rotarians. Bob announced the suc-
cess of the previous Sat. Easter Seal hockey game, thanking Bob 
Sear for generously doubling the 50/50 money so that the Club 
earned $1400. Gary Scales reminded Rotarians of the coming 
hockey game on Mar. 16 at 4:00 pm. He noted that volunteers are 
needed by 3:00 pm. Donations will be accepted for Easter Seals 
at the next two Rotary meetings. 

Bob reminded Rotarians of the Rotary Dinner Auction 
planned for May 10/08 at the Lucy Maud Room in the Culinary 
Institute. Cost to attend is $35. Donations for the auction are gra-
ciously encouraged and accepted. Dale Mader provided back-
ground on the event and indicated that funds this year would go 
to the Rotary Foundation.  Proceeds generated are going to be 
used to assist Rotarians who wish to become sustaining Paul Har-
ris Fellows, multiple PH fellows, or to purchase PH fellows for 
their families. The Club will match the $100. fee for as many Ro-
tarians as funds allow. Dale noted that we are one of the 200 old-
est Clubs in the world, and suggested that it would be wonderful 
if all our members were PH Fellows.  

Bob then noted that the Mayor of the City of Charlotte-
town is next week s speaker and Ken Gillis will be acting Presi-
dent as Bob will be on holidays. Attendance is 67, or 88.7% with 
4 scooters. 

Chairman Bennett Carr then introduced guest speaker, Dr. 
Richard Kurial, who had spoken to the Club in Feb. about the 
difference between primaries and caucuses in the US presidential 
election process. Dr. Kurial s topic is the British Commonwealth, 
an organization held together by force of moral suasion. The 
Commonwealth is 60 years old, and is a global club of 53 mem-
bers who usually have previously been associated with the British 
Empire. Dr. Kurial discussed the history of the organization, the 
successes, and some of the challenges it faces as it continues to 
function. He noted that 30% of the world s population belongs to 
The Commonwealth, and that it has neither power nor authority 
except peer pressure.  There are about one half billion Muslims in 
The Commonwealth. It is also able to suspend membership, and 
has done so. It has made important but quiet contributions to 
global peace, and has the potential to become a global leader. He 
invited all to Trinity United Church this evening at 7:00 pm to 
celebrate Commonwealth Day. 

Tony Sosnkowski, as co-chair, thanked Dr. Kurial, and 
indicated that a library book will be presented to Prince St. 
School in honour of his presentation today.  

Chairman Bennett reminded Rotarians of the Rotary Scholarship Commit-
tee meeting today immediately after this meeting and the meeting con-
cluded with the singing of OCanada.  

March 17 

Chairman Harry O Connell welcomed Rotarians, guests 
and viewers on Eastlink Television. The meeting commenced 
with the singing of the Island Hymn, the Rotary Grace and a toast 

(Continued on page 3) 


