
February is World Understanding Month a 
great time to reach out and learn more about Rotary 
Fellowship throughout the World. The Rotary 
Magazine is a great way to stay in touch with Inter-
national Projects and Issues across the globe.  

We are off to a great start in 2008. 
The presentation on 

January 7th by Premier 
Ghiz was encouraging. 
That same evening we 
presented the George 
Tweedy Award and a 
Paul Harris Fellow to 
Rotarian Derek Keys 
and a Non-Rotarian 
Paul Harris Fellow to 
Paulette Hooley in rec-
ognition of her Com-
munity Service to 
mark the visit of RI 
President Wilf Wilkin-
son on September 17th, 
2007. 

On January 14th we were introduced to Sonja 
Walker our 2008 Easter Seals Ambassador. 

Under the direction of Program Chair 
Gary Scales, David Lopes and the entire 
Easter Seals Committee, this year prom-
ises to be another outstanding year with 
several new events during the Easter 
Seals Campaign.  

Our Annual General Meeting on 
January 28th certainly presented a solid 
profile of this year s initiatives as pre-
sented by the Executive and Directors. 
In my report I highlighted the work of 
Nelson Hagerman  Program, Umesh 
Gupta  Photography, Peter Boswall 

 

Bulletin, Jim Thompson  Web Site, 
Lorne Moase  Membership and Dau-
phine Dumont  Registration only to 
name a few. There are so many of you 
who contribute to the successful running 
of the Club. I would not be able to provide leader-
ship if it were not for Secretary Charlotte Comrie, 
Treasurer Craig Bradley, Past President David 
Faulkner and President Elect Ken Gillis. Thank You 
ALL for contributing. We are having a great year. 
We will have a discussion on a Major Project at out 

next regular meeting. The Membership Develop-
ment Night is scheduled for Wednesday March 12th 

at the Charlottetown Hotel. More from Philip Floyd 
as the program is developed. I have encouraged 
Craig Bradley and Harry Love to keep on top of the 
past year s Audit. Once it is complete the AGM will 
be reconvened for discussion on the Audited State-

ments.   

The February Program looks exciting with 
a presentation from Richard Kurial - The 
U.S. Primaries, PDF Duncan Conrad  - 
PEI Business Directory, Bob Eadicicco - 
Habitat PEI and Dr. Betty Anne Younker - 
The Community and The University. The 
Club Web Site is very useful with impor-
tant notices and program updates.  

My eighth Board of Director s Meeting is 
scheduled for February 18th. where Secre-
tary Elect Ron Profit will be introduced to 
the Board Meetings. Welcome Ron.   

Under the direction of Past President David 
Faulkner, we have funded projects for Literacy, 
Kids Count, Catholic Family Services, Canadian 

Red Cross, 
West Kent 
School and At-
lantic Summer 
Institute at 
UPEI.  

As I stated at 
the Annual 
General Meet-
ing we are 
strong in Com-
munity Service 
and Fellow-
ship. On the 

other hand we 
must work on 
Membership to 
maintain our 

numbers and continue the funding of worthwhile 
Community Projects.  

Have a great Rotary month! 
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January 7 

Chairman Gary Bowness, president of 
the Hillsborough Rotary Club welcomed 
Rotarians and guests and opened the meet-
ing in the usual way with the singing of the 
Island Hymn, Rotary Grace and a toast to 
the Queen. 

He introduced the head table, composed 
of mainly presidents of Island Rotary Clubs 
and the Premier, the Honourable Robert 
Ghiz. Gary provided a brief history of the 
dinner, noting that this is the 18th annual. 
The first one in 1991, was the brainchild of 
Frank Zakem of the Hillsborough Club, 
with then Premier, the Honourable Joseph 
Ghiz, father of Robert. He went on to say 
that Premier Ghiz is the fifth premier to 
speak to the Clubs. 

He then introduced Premier Robert Ghiz.  Premier Ghiz 
thanked all Rotarians for their work in each of their communities, 
and around the world. He went on to provide an update of the 
past seven months of the government. The government s accom-
plishments include the following: the implementation of the Resi-
dency program in 2009, the number of Island medical seats has 
tripled, an increase in  funds for the renovations at the QEH, 
Montague will be receiving a new high school, the gas tax was 
cut by 4.4 cents and that there is now an office of Energy Effi-
ciency.  

Premier Ghiz noted the big challenges faced by his govern-
ment concerned the decisions about beef and hog plants.  He 
commented on the government s position on patronage and ex-
plained that it is essential that PEI have an experienced and pro-
fessional civil service.  

He went on to say that the opportunities for improvement in-
clude the need to make decisions to improve situations in the long 
term. Decisions should not be made only to improve the short 
term. His government will be working to keep young people on 
the Island with jobs, and to attract immigrants.  

In closing he once again thanked Rotarians for their commit-
ment to community and for inviting him to speak. 

Bob Moffatt, President of the Rotary Club of Charlottetown 
thanked the Premier for his presentation. He noted that a contri-
bution will be made to the Rotary Foundation in honour of the 
Premier s talk this evening. 

Chairman Gary thanked the organizing committee of Tom 
Davies, Merle Wiggington, Mike Campbell and Jacqueline 
Sorenson.  

He then invited Stephen Cudmore, president of the Rotary 
Club of Summerside to present the George Tweedy Award. 
Stephen explained the Award was instituted in 2005, by Gordon 
Tweedy, son of George. The award is to recognize outstanding 
service to Rotary and community by a Rotarian. The award itself 
is a metal globe on a wooden base. The materials used in the 
award are from around the world and symbolic of Rotary s val-
ues. Stephen announced the recipient as Derek Keys from the 
Summerside Club. Stephen then recounted Derek s many accom-

plishments and contributions to the 
citizens of his Club, his community, 
the Island, and internationally.  

Bob Moffatt of the Charlottetown 
Club, announced the recipient of 
the non-Rotarian Paul Harris Fel-
low, awarded in honour in RI Presi-
dent Wilf Wilkinson s visit in Sept. 
Paulette Hooley was announced as 
the recipient. Bob then cited her 
many accomplishments in Char-
lottetown and her contribution to 
the improvement of this commu-
nity. 

Exchange student Toran Penfold 
thanked Rotarians for providing he 
and Luke the times of their lives , 

saying that they were both returning home this week. 

The meeting concluded with the singing of O Canada.  

January 14 
Chairman Maurice Rodgerson opened the meeting by wel-

coming dignitaries, Rotarians, guests and viewers on Eastlink 
Television.   

Charlotte Comrie provided the secretary s report. Jim Cum-
mings won $37.00 through the 50/50 draw, leaving the Queen, 
and therefore the jackpot of $572. Jim generously donated his 
$37. to Easter Seals. 

President Bob Moffatt provided his report, noting that January 
is Rotary Awareness Month. He extended get well wishes to 
Roger Craig, Harry Kennedy and Ken MacKenzie. He also 
passed the Club s sympathies to Bush Dumville on the death of 
his father. He asked Rotarians to bring non-perishable provisions 
for the Soup Kitchen to our January 28 meeting, which will also 
be our annual general meeting. 

Moe then noted that this meeting is to launch the Easter Seals 
campaign. He explained that the campaign started with this Club 
in 1956, with revenues of $2100. Today it is a joint venture of the 
Summerside, Charlottetown, and Montague Clubs.  

Gary Scales, this year s chair, highlighted the achievements of 
last year, noting revenues of $170k. This year we are able to ac-
cept online donations via eastersealspei.com. The website also 
has the history of the event. According to Stats Can. 2007, one in 
seven Canadians is living with a disability. Some of the organiza-
tions funded are; Camp Gencheff, Canadian Disability Assoc., 
Disable Skiers Assoc., and the Learning Disability Assoc.. Gary 
thanked all donors, and indicated that this year s direct mail cam-
paign goes out Thursday. Some help is needed to prepare it.  

Maurice then introduced Sonja Walker, the Easter Seal am-
bassador for this campaign to the Club. Sonja explained that she 
lives in Charlottetown with her parents and older brother. She 
was a premature baby, born weighing only 1 lb.1 oz. She is now 
in Grade 6, is legally blind and is helping a company in Halifax 
by using their product at school called Braillesense. Sonja s 
motto is Vision of Kindness , she hopes with our help; all spe-
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