
The crocus are up; and spring is in the 
air. I want to welcome back all Snow Birds 
and encourage them to get caught up on 
Club Activities. There may be Banners to 
exchange for those who were able to do 
make-ups at other Clubs or interesting sto-
ries to share during Happy Dollars.  As I 
mentioned earlier our Membership Night 
was a success. We have two new mem-
bership candidates interviewed and two 
waiting to be interviewed. I want to thank 
Rotarian Tony Sosnkowski for his dedica-
tion to Membership Interviews and Rotari-
ans Paul Jenkins, Wayne Fudge, Richard 
Martin and Bush Dunville who have as-
sisted with our Membership Goals.  Mem-
bership Chair Philip Floyd continues with 
his initiatives to keep membership num-
bers on track. 

In April we were entertained and in-
formed by some great presentations in-
cluding Philip Matusiewicz - Transition 
House, Caroline Leblanc - Stress of being 
a First Responder and our Exchange Stu-
dents Claudia and Sophie.  We look for-
ward to our May Program, which will in-
clude Child Find PEI and our Easter Seals 
Wrap Up, which is always a great program. 
This has been an outstanding year for 
Easter Seals and we are now in the proc-
ess of distributing the funds to the Commu-
nity.  

Several years ago our Club established 
an Alumni Category for Rotarians who 
were having difficulty attending meetings 
but wanted to remain associated with the 
Club. Individuals who qualify have long 
served our Club in a variety of positions 
and their contribution can now be recog-
nized.  There are no dues to pay and 
Alumni Members are welcome to attend 
regular meetings and Fellowship Events.  
The present list of Alumni Members is pub-
lished on the Membership Report and they 
will be recognized more formally shortly.  
The Alumni Policy Synopsis is being pub-

lished in the Rotary Bulletin and on the 
Club Web Site. 

May 10th is our Annual Dinner Auction 
at the Culinary Institute. Please support 
this event by contacting Mark Robertson 
and contributing an item to Auction.  Pro-
ceeds will go toward a $100.00 start up fee 
for those who which to commence contrib-
uting toward a Paul Harris Fellow or Sus-
taining Member Category. 

May 31st  June 1st is the District Con-
vention at Amherst, Nova Scotia. Full or 
Daily Convention Registration are avail-
able.  Learn more about Rotary at the Dis-
trict and International level by attending 
this very worthwhile event with other Ro-
tarians for our Club. 

We have filed our 2006/07 Income Tax 
Return.  The AGM will be reconvened in 
early June for approval of the finances for 
2006/07.  I want to personally thank Treas-
urer Craig Bradley for the many hours 
spent putting this return together. Craig re-
ports monthly to the Board of Directors and 
on their behalf I want Craig to know his fi-
nancial knowledge and expertise is appre-
ciated.   

Have a Great Rotary Month. 
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Rotary welcomes Sophie's family from 
France with President Bob. 
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April 7 

Chair Edna Reid welcomed Rotarians, guests and view-
ers on East link Television. The meeting commenced with 
the singing of the Island Hymn, Rotary Grace and a toast to 
the Queen.  

Dale Mader conducted Happy Dollars, noting the atten-
dance of the family of Sophie Fournier, our  exchange stu-
dent. Wes McAleer led us in song.  

Charlotte Comrie provided the secretary s report. Dave 
Faulkner won $25.00 in the 50/50 draw, leaving the Queen 
of Hearts and the jackpot for another day. Charlotte also 
welcomed Sophie s family, visiting Sophie from France. 

President Bob Moffatt provided his report. He invited 
Natasha to give a quick update on the Exchange Students. 
She thanked Peter MacDougald and his wife Karen for 
hosting Rotarians and Sophie s family.  She noted that 
Claudia is visiting Washington DC with her aunt this week. 
President Bob extended get well wishes to Ira Lewis, Ken 
MacKenzie and Roger Craig. Bob then indicated to Jean 

Pierre Fournier (Sophie s father and a visiting Rotarian) that 
he had a banner for him. Mr. Fournier accepted the banner, 
the recent Club history and a pamphlet about the Club. He 
also extended his thanks to the  Club for the hospitality and 
kindness his daughter is receiving. He commended the 
Youth Exchange program and noted it s ability to have 
youth act as ambassadors of peace.  

Bob then thanked Gary Scales and all Rotarians who 
assisted with the Rotary Telethon. It raised over $160,000. 
Bob also thanked donors and encouraged people to honour 
their pledges. He invited Rotarians to participate in the Tim 
Horton s school bus tour, taking place April 16, 17,18 and 
April 21, 22, 23. Gary is looking for volunteers for this and 
for the stuffing of envelopes on Tuesday, April 8 at 1:30 pm 
at Microage. Bob announced that the May 10 Rotary Dinner 
Auction is sold out.  Next week s speaker is Karen LeBlanc 

on the Emotional and Stressful Cost of Serving your Com-
munity. Brenda MacDonald is the greeter. 

Chair Edna Reid then introduced guest speaker Phil 
Matiusewicz, executive director of Transition House. Edna 
noted Phil s long history and significant contribution to the 
social services and department of health in the government 
of PEI. She also described his history of involvement in 
community organizations, often in leadership positions.  

Phil spoke about family violence and the four agencies 
that deal with it on PEI; East Prince Family Violence Group, 
West Prince Family Violence Group, Eastern PEI Family 
Violence Prevention Service and Transition House. His talk 
dealt with three areas, restructuring of these groups, the 
challenges being experienced by those working in family 
violence and the program areas being offered.  

Within the last two years considerable work has been 
done to restructure the organization, in order to make it 
more effective, and to use limited resources more effec-
tively. With the restructuring a new governance model was 
also approved. Programs are a challenge as the demo-
graphics of the user of the family violence services is 
changing. There are more immigrant women, older women 
and much younger women. Each group requires different 
services.  Outreach programs are province wide. Counsel-
ors carry a caseload of up to 25 clients.  A significant need 
is second stage housing that is affordable and secure. Phil 
emphasized that 48% of those experiencing spousal abuse 
do not contact services.  

Co-chair Tom DeBlois thanked our speaker and indi-
cated that a library book is being provided to West Royalty 
school in honour of his presentation.   

The meeting concluded with the singing of O Canada. 

April 14 
Chair Gaie Orton welcomed Rotarians, guests and view-

ers on Eastlink Television to the meeting. The meeting 
commenced with the singing of the Island Hymn, Rotary 
Grace and a toast to her Majesty the Queen.  

Dale Mader conducted Happy Dollars, and Wes 
McAleer led the Club in song. 

Charlotte Comrie provided the secretary s report. She 
encouraged any Rotarians requiring metal Rotary wheels 
sometime in the next two weeks to speak with her, as she 
will be away for the next 2 meetings. Dave Thompson won 
$26. In the 50/50 draw and donated it to Easter Seals. He 
left the Queen of Hearts and the jackpot (now at $991.) for 
another day. 

Bob Moffatt provided the President s report. He thanked 
Dave for his donation and indicated a receipt would be 
forthcoming. He welcomed Claudia back to the Club and 
reminded her of the Exchange student presentation next 
week.  Bob extended get-well wishes to Ira Lewis, Ken 
MacKenzie and Roger Craig. Harry Love asked Rotarians 
to volunteer by for the Tim Horton s bus tour, by indicating 

(Continued on page 3) 


