
September saw the first of two visits to our club 
by Premier Robert Ghiz. The premier spoke on the topic 
of Literacy and presented the PEI Literacy award. He also 
presented our Literacy Foundation with a cheque for 
$25,000.  

A vote of thanks goes out to Wes and Connie 
MacAleer who led the charge in hosting the Group Friend-
ship Exchange from Louisiana USA. Our fellow Rotarians 
enjoyed our hospitality very much and don t be surprised 
to see some of them back for a vacation. 

His Excellency Michael Smith the High Commis-
sioner for the Commonwealth of The Bahamas was an-
other high profile speaker during September.  He pro-
vided a very interesting talk on the Bahamas and its tax 
system which is very different from ours including the ab-
sence of income tax which we introduced many years ago 
as a temporary measure to aid the war effort. 

We have two important district functions coming up 
shortly. First there is the Rotary Leadership Institute 
which is to be held in Summerside on October 18, 2008 
from 10:00 

 

5:00.  It provides both new and experienced 
members with an opportunity to learn how Rotary works. 
An excellent opportunity for everybody. If you wish to at-
tend and require further information please contact me. 
Secondly on November 22 a seminar will be held on The 
Rotary Foundation in Truro from 8:30 

 

3:30. Again this 
will be an excellent opportunity to further your knowledge 
on one of the largest foundation in the world. 

Congratulations to Past President Bob Moffatt 
whose name will be put forward by our club to be District 
governor for the year 2011-2012. Good luck Bob. 

We also saw a new Sergeant-in-arms in action at 
our last meeting. Edna Reid did a great job and we look 
forward to more of her great presentations. Remember if 
you get picked on it is all in good fun. 

This year is our turn to look after the float in Charlotte-
town s Christmas Parade on Saturday November 15th. It 
starts at 5:00PM and has been attracting large crowds 
since it became a night time parade. One of our newest 
Rotarians Blake Doyle has agreed to head this effort and 
he could use some help. Please contact him at 
bdoyle@octaviongroup.net or 367-3799. 
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Newly arrived exchange student Kaja Sophie Gerstein 
from Germany with President Ken and Youth Exchange 
Committee Chair Peter and Secretary Sandra. 

Club Schedule  
Date Topic 

October 6 Economic  Outlook 2009-2010 
October 13 Thanksgiving 
October 20 Growing Business In Russia  

- Allan Parker 
October 27 Aging, Longevity and Phytochemicals  

- Umesh Gupta 
November 3 Club Forum 
November 10 Remembrance Day Program 
November 17 Rebounders - Jeff MacDougald, Belgium 

& Erin Rowan, Switzerland 
 November 24 Avro Arrow - Darren Ings 
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Meeting Highlights  

On September 8th Premier, Robert Ghiz, guest 
speaker spoke on International Literacy Day and 
congratulated the Club on its fundraising to promote 
literacy and on the establishment of the Club s Liter-
acy Foundation. The Club made a financial donation 
to the Foundation and the Premier presented 
$25,000. on behalf of the Province. 

To respond to the literacy needs of PEI individuals 
and families, grants of $1,000 each are presented by 
the Foundation to:  

AIDS PEI, to produce a brochure describing the 
Needle Exchange Program; 
Central Queens Elementary Home & School, to 
have parents engage in math activities with 
their children; and 
UPEI, Adult Connections in Education (ACE), 
to purchase literacy resources for the ACE pro-
gram to enrich lives of students with intellectual 
disabilities.  

September 15th, the guest speaker, Ramesh Fer-
ris is cycling across Canada to educate and fund-
raise on polio eradication.  Ramesh spoke on Polio 
Plus, the world s largest health initiative, with the 
goal to eradicate polio by 2000 however, four coun-
tries still have polio.  A visit back to India, his birth 
country inspired Ramesh s cycle across Canada, be-
cause he saw the benefits he received from treating 
his polio. 

September 22nd, Wayne Gray owner of Vogue Op-
tical (VO) spoke on his company.   VO has been op-
erating for 29 years and has 55 dispensaries, large 
Manufacturing Laboratory, large real estate division 
and 300 employees.  In the next 6 months VO is 
planning for 4 to 6 new dispensaries. Principles, 
never over promise, always under promise and over 
deliver, be true to your word, have a goal and be-
l i e v e 
t h e 
goal is 
a b s o -
l u t e l y 


