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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Planning to go to Montreal - Why
Not?

Have you ever heard an incoming
president say anything negative about an
RI Convention? Have you ever heard
them say it was only so-so? Have you
ever heard an incoming president say they
wish they hadn’t gone to an RI
Convention?

You need to pay attention to your
responses to these three questions.  In
2010, June 20-23, to be exact, the RI
Convention will be in Montreal, Quebec,
Canada. In our country; not too far from
our comfortable routine and home here in
Prince Edward Island. This Convention
will celebrate the centennial year of
Rotary in Canada, a piece of Rotary
history that you can be a part of. You too
can return inspired, motivated and
grateful from one of these conventions.

RI Conventions attract world class
speakers who are aware of the work
Rotary does. Their presentations are
evocative, provocative and often
unforgettable. How often do you leave
any event where your values, your beliefs
and your commitment are challenged?
These conventions allow a peek into
countries and issues most of us are only
aware of from a distance. We hear first
hand, up close and often personally, why
the work we do is important, and often
imperative.

Greg Mortenson, the renowned author
of “Three Cups of Tea’ is already a
confirmed speaker.

I encourage you to plan to go.  There
are many ways to participate; register,
volunteer, take your family (there will be
child care if you need it) take in the Host

Hospitality events and see Montreal as
you’ve never seen it before. 

Watch the faces of Rotarians from around
the world as they explore one of Canada’s,
(one of our), most unique cities. Take
advantage of the day time tours, or attend
break out sessions. Visit the House of
Friendship, join a fellowship and participate
in their events. Wine lovers prepare – food
and wine in Montreal - c’est magnifique!
Help arrange transportation for regional
Rotarians to travel to Montreal; this could
include you.

Check in with www.rotary.org

 

to learn
more about the Convention. Ask me for a
Convention booklet – I have a couple.  Go –
and enjoy the joie de vivre that is Montreal!

President
Charlotte Comrie
368-2191 (w)
368-3108 (f)
cacomrie@hotmail.com

Past-President
Ken Gillis
628-9909 (h)
gillis@pei.sympatico.ca

President-Elect
Ron Profit
rprofit@coaandpalmer.com

Secretary
Larry Sider
566-46-4661
larry.sider@investorsgroup.
com

Treasurer
Craig Bradley
368-3100 (w)
569-5661 (h)
cbradley@abce.ca

Bulletin Editor
Peter Boswall
368-5602 (w)
368-4857 (f)
pwboswall@gov.pe.ca

Honourary Members
Hon. Barbara Hagerman
Hon. Leonce Bernard
Hon. Gilbert Clements
Hon. Marion Reid
Allan McLeod
Audrey Gillis
Elizabeth Palmer
Charles Scranton

Club Mailling Address
P.O. Box 608
Charlottetown PE C1A 7L3

Club Website
www.charlottetown.rotarype
i.com

Martina Doyle, Vernon River receiving the 2009 Gordon
Avard award  from President Charlotte for her
exemplary volunteering service, August 10.
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AUGUST 3rd

Blake Doyle, Chaired the meeting with Edna Reid
conducting Happy Dollars. Tom DeBlois led us in song with
Helen at the piano.

Secretary, Larry introduced seven guests and one visiting
Rotarian.  The draw for $22 was won by Bob Acorn, jackpot of
$573 remains.  Attendance of 42 with no makeups and one
scooter.

President Charlotte extended get well wishes to Ira Lewis,
Ken MacKenzie, Al Rodd, Roger Craig and Wilson Ross. 

Peter McDougald introduced Kaja’s family including her
parents, 2 brothers and her grandmother. He then presented her
with a Canadian “Bird’s-eye Maple” plaque to commemorate
her stay with us.

Charlotte invited any indication of interest in serving on the
board to replace Bud Whelan. She also spoke briefly about the
recent CRA audit. A full report will be brought to the club at the
next club forum.  President Charlotte then encouraged us to
read the “Rotarian” and led us in the repetition of the four- way
test.

Senator Duffy was introduced by Chair Blake Doyle as
one of Canada’s 10 sexiest men according to Chatelaine
magazine. Senator Duffy began by recognizing one of  long
time friends, former Rotarian George Tweedy. He went on to
speak about the federal government’s leadership in providing
$340 million in equalization payments and $200 million in
infrastructure spending for PEI. 

T h e
S e n a t o r
t h e n
extolled the
achieveme
n t s o f
s e v e r a l
I s l a n d
businesses
in addition
t o t h e
traditional
pillars of
agriculture,
tourism and

fisheries, specifically mentioned Diagnostic Chemicals,
McDougall Steel and Aqua Bounty along with a number of
other Island businesses.  Senator Duffy also praised Brian
MacMillan for his leadership in implementing the $40 million
expansion to Holland College and went on to mention the City
of Charlottetown’s desire to build an outdoor concert
amphitheatre near the Hillsboro Bridge. 

He then commented on the fact that Rotarians represent
small business which employs 2/3 of the workforce and creates
over 60% of new jobs. Rotarians exemplify commitment to
community. Senator Duffy closed his remarks by reminding the

audience that deficit spending will have to stop when the
recession ends and asked for understanding.

Co-chair Carl Willis thanked Senator Duffy.

AUGUST 10th

Bud Whelan Chaired the meeting and Dale Turner
gathered up the money from the Happy Dollars.  Wes
MacAleer led us in song with Helen at the piano.

Secretary Larry introduced forty guests and two visiting
Rotarians.  The draw for $41 was won by Ken Gillis with a
jackpot of $614 remaining.  Attendance was 46 with six
makeups and four scooters.

President Charlotte extended get well wishes to Ira Lewis,
Ken MacKenzie, Al Rodd and Wilson Ross. Wes led us in
singing Happy Birthday for Jack Cutcliffe on the occasion of
his 80th birthday.

President Charlotte reminded everyone of BBQ at Camp
Gencheff on Aug. 20th.  Seniors Viewing stand for Gold Cup
Parade needs volunteers.  The Club has accepted the
resignations of Don Thompson and Roger Craig.  In Rotary
education, Rotary is the number one world service club with
over 33,000 clubs, 532 Districts, 19 member Board with 740
staff in seven International offices.

Chairman Bud outlined the Gordon Avard award, began in
1988 to honour Gordon Avard who had over 40 years of
perfect attendance and died in 1995. It is presented annually
to a senior citizen for substantial contribution to the
community and country. Bud listed many letters of
recommendation and President Charlotte presented the award
to the 2009 recipient, Martina Doyle who was greeted with a
standing ovation. Martina addressed the meeting to accept the
award. She thanked her supporters and fellow volunteers and
told a frog story which caused the audience to erupt in
laughter and applause.  

Dr. David Keenlyside gave his classification talk and told
of the Heritage Museum, founded in 1971 with Catherine
Hennessey as the 1st Executive Director. David manages 7
museums across PEI, including the Orwell Historic Site in
which Martina has been involved as a volunteer. 

In addition they assist some 30 other museums across PEI
with 13 full-time and 20 part-time employees plus about 31
students for the summer. They have total revenue of about
$1.5 million, consisting of $500,000 from the Province with
the rest from gate receipts etc. They also depend on many
volunteers. He mentioned a recent initiative called “Charting
the Course” which looked at heritage preservation on PEI and
made a number of recommendations: 1) Develop a heritage
strategy to better integrate projects and ongoing work; 2)
Establish a Provincial Museum with a central location. Last
November Minister Carolyn Bertram announced the
government’s commitment to establishing just that; 3) Include
archives with the museum (currently the archives are stored in
the Coles building). 

Senator Mike Duffy, welcomed by President
Charlotte, August 3.
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They expect a report back from the architects by the end of

August. David stated that the main users of museums tend to be
school children so we need to keep this in mind and gear them
to Islanders and visitors alike.

Co-chair George MacDonald thanked Dr. Keenlyside and
recognized Martina for her lifetime of work as a volunteer.

AUGUST 17th 

Wayne Fudge was the meeting Chair and Dale Turner
conducted Happy Dollars. Wes MacAleer led us in song with
Helen at the piano.

Secretary Larry introduced thirteen guests and three visiting
Rotarians.  The draw for $28 was won by Dale Mader.  The
jackpot of $642 remains. Attendance of forty-five with six
makeups and three scooters.

President Charlotte extended get well wishes to Ira Lewis,
Ken MacKenzie, Al Rodd and Wilson Ross. 

Charlotte also mentioned as a Rotarian in the News, Larry
Sider for his fund raising success concerning Open Door
Ministries.

President Charlotte invited members to a special Rotary UN
day in New York and in Rotary education reviewed the four
avenues of service – Club, Community, Vocational and
International.

Chairman Wayne introduced Lee Drake as the speaker.  Lee
spoke about harness racing in Charlottetown and told of their
aggressive advertizing and promotion resulting in over 71,000
viewers on simulcast. The economic value of the track is over
$40 million annually. This year marks the 50th edition of the
Gold Cup and Saucer race and Prince Edward Island’s most
successful driver, Michael MacDonald is in attendance. He has
participated in the Cup 29 times with five wins and was
honoured last evening at a reception. 

The Gold Cup began in 1960 at the initiative of Mr.
Hancock and the Ambassadors were introduced to the parade in

1962. Lee then introduced the 9 current ambassadors: Morgan
McInnis, Ashley Mullin, Natalie Sherren, Emily MacPhee,
Ashton Murray, Emma Kill, Brittany Watts, Emma Gillis, and
Jamie Tierney. He mentioned that we may well see a course
record this year and that he may be a new dad on Gold Cup
day.

There was a brief Q&A session; 1) Why do you anticipate
a new record? Answer: There are a number of marquee horses
with several ½ mile specialists and since the track was
reconfigured in 2005 it is super fast. 2) Did Lloyd MacAuley
drive Dee’s Bay? Answer: Yes he did and he was the first
two-time winner of the Cup. Lee then went on to mention that
former track announcer Ed Waters will be back this year along
with about 200 former ambassadors who are returning for a
reunion.

Co-chair Jason Lee thanked the speaker and presented a
book to be donated to a local school in his honour.

AUGUST 24th

James Macnutt was the meeting Chair, Edna Reid gathered
up the money from the Happy Dollars. Tom DeBlois led us in
opening song with Helen at the piano.

Secretary Larry introduced three guests and two visiting
Rotarians. The draw for $30 was won by Wayne Fudge with
the jackpot of $672 remaining.  Attendance was 55 with 15
makeups and two scooters. Exchange Student André Michot
from Belgium was present.

President Charlotte extended get well wishes to Ira Lewis,
Ken MacKenzie, Al Rodd and Wilson Ross. Charlotte thanked
Colin for his work with Eastlink and presented him with a
card. Condolences were extended to Nelson Hagerman on the
death of his brother. There was a reminder of the Club Forum
at Fox Meadows on Aug. 31st.

Margaret Somers reported on the Seniors Viewing stand
and thanked committee and sponsors. Charlotte thanked Wes
MacAleer and Jack & Sybil Cutcliffe for the BBQ at Camp
Gencheff.  President Charlotte reported that The Inner Wheel
has disbanded. Charlotte thanked them for many years of
faithful service.  In Rotary education: the Club was reminded
of the four objectives of Rotary and told of a Rotary Action
Group which works to stop human trafficking. They

encourage fair
t r ad e an d
awareness of
consumers.

Chai r man
Jim introduced
Dr. Edward
MacDonald a
historian and
teacher at UPEI.
Dr. MacDonald
spoke about the
bui lding and
evolution of


